AFRICAN CONTINENTAL FREE TRADE AREA SECRETARIAT
Creating One African Market

ADDENDUM NO. 1

Tender Reference: AfCFTA/DCA/CS/2026/0008

Tender Title: Consulting Services to Design, Develop and Integrate the African Continental Free Trade
Area (AfCFTA) E-Certificate of Origin (E-CO) System

Issued Pursuant to: Instructions to Bidders, Clause 2.2 RFP

1. Reference

Reference is made to the Request for Proposals issued under the above tender reference ("the RFP"), and
to the Clarifications from Bidders document issued following the Pre-Bid Conference held on 30 June
2026. This Addendum is issued pursuant to Clause 2.2 of the Instructions to Consultants following requests
for clarification received from prospective bidders concerning the interpretation of Joint Venture eligibility
requirements. It forms an integral part of the RFP and is to be read and construed together with it. In the
event of any inconsistency, this Addendum shall prevail.

2. Background

Following the Pre-Bid Conference and subsequent clarification requests, prospective bidders raised
questions concerning the eligibility criteria applicable to firms submitting proposals as part of a Joint
Venture (JV), specifically in relation to Section XIII (Evaluation Criteria), Stage 1- Technical Evaluation,
which establishes a minimum of eight (8) years of experience and proof of at least two (2) similar
assignments undertaken in the last five (5) years.

Following clarification requests received from prospective bidders, the Secretariat reviewed the interaction
between the provisions governing Joint Venture participation and the technical evaluation criteria. In order
to ensure clarity. transparency and uniform application of the evaluation requirements, the RFP is hereby
amended as follows:

3. Amendments
3.1 JV Eligibility Standard

Section X111, Stage 1- Technical Evaluation, is hereby amended by the insertion of the following provision
governing Joint Venture submissions:

For Joint Venture submissions, one firm within the Joint Venture must satisfy the full eight (8) years of
experience requirement set out in Section XIII, Stage 1- Technical Evaluation. All other firms forming part
of the Joint Venture must have a minimum of six (6) years of experience in the relevant field. In all cases,
each firm forming part of the Joint Venture must have undertaken at least one (1) assignment of comparable
nature and magnitude to the assignment described in this RFP.

The Lead Firm shall demonstrate substantial relevant experience and shall assume overall contractual
responsibility for performance of the assignment.

3.2 Maximum Number of JV Members

A Joint Venthire formed for the purpose of this assignment shall comprise no more than three (3) member
firms.

African Continental Free Trade Area Secrelariat
4 Trade House. Ambassadorial Enclave, Liberia Road, Ridge, Acera Ghana
Ermail: infodfau-atcflaorg | Telephone: +233 596 921 130




AFRICAN CONTINENTAL FREE TRADE AREA SECRETARIAT
Creating One African Market

3.3 JV Composition and Nationality Requirement

In accordance with Paragraph 23 of the RFP, only firms legally incorporated in an AU Member State and
owned or controlled by nationals thereof. This requirement applies to the Lead Firm and to every other
firm forming part of a Joint Venture submitted under this tender.

3.4 Required Documentation: for JV Submissions

In addition to the requirements above, and Section 1, Paragraph 11, and its corresponding Data Sheet
provision at ITB Clause 5.2 under Section 3 of the RFP, all firms forming part of a Joint Venture shall
submit:

(a) Company Profile for each firm in the Joint Venture;

(b) Certificate of Registration/Incorporation for each firm;

(¢) Valid Tax Compliance Certificate for each firm;

(d) Power of Attorney authorising the Lead Firm to represent the Joint Venture:

(e) Signed legal agreement confirming the Joint Venture arrangement, the roles and responsibilities of
each member firm, and the designated Lead Firm.

() Statement of Joint and Several Liability

3.5 Interpretation of Firm References

For purposes of Standard Form 5B, assignments performed by any Joint Venture member, whether
individually or as one of the principal companies within a previous association, may be submitted as
qualifying references, provided such experience relates to the scope of work allocated to that member under
the proposed Joint Venture Agreement.

3.6 Submission Deadline

To ensure equal opportunity for all prospective bidders to take into account the responses to clarifications
and to afford prospective bidders adequate time to prepare their proposals, the proposal submission
deadline set out in the RFP was extended from 23 July 2026 to 6 August 2026.

In view of the scope of the amendments introduced by this Addendum, the revised and final deadline is 26
August 2026, 11:00 a.m. GMT. This cumulative extension remains within the 60-day bid publication
period prescribed under Chapter 12, Section 12.2(a)(ix) of the AU Procurement Manual 2024, and does
not compromise the integrity or competitiveness of the process.

Bidders who have already prepared proposals may revise or replace any part of their submission to reflect
this Addendum without prejudice.

4. General

The amendments contained herein apply equally to all prospective bidders and shall be considered part of
the RFP. Save as expressly amended above, all other terms, conditions, and requirements of the RFP remain
unchanged and in full force and effect. =
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